
Commissioned Work Agreement 
 

1. The Project- The client ___ is commissioning __ acrylic painting(s) to be created by the 
artist. Subject matter is ___ based on references provided by the client and interpreted 
by the artist. The client and artist have agreed to a color scheme and final dimensions 
(see attachment). 

a. The dimensions of the painting will be __x__, unframed. The painting will be 
shipped as a [stretched canvas/rolled canvas]. 

b. Color scheme will be __________. 
c. The artist and collector have agreed to an estimated deadline of ____ weeks 

which places the estimated shipment date at __/__/___. 
 

2. Creative Decisions and Changes- The artist will consult with the client regarding 
layout, color scheme, content. She will provide progress updates at the initial, middle, 
and final stages of production to allow the client to evaluate the piece. The client may 
request minor revisions in response to these updates provided these changes do not 
require starting a new commission or a complete reworking of the piece. The artist will 
perform major alterations requiring a complete reworking of the piece 1 time. Additional 
requests for revision by the client may be refused by the artist. If the artist chooses to 
execute these further revisions, they will be commissioned at an additional ___ per hour 
and may result in a later date of completion. The artist will make all final decisions 
regarding the ultimate aesthetic of the composition. 
 

3. Right of Refusal- It is the intent of this agreement that the artist will create artwork to be 
purchased by the client. However, if the client does not wish to purchase the work, the 
client may refuse the completed artwork. In that case, the artist will retain the refused 
artwork and the nonrefundable 50% deposit, free of any claims of the client, and the 
client will owe no additional fees to the artist. 
 

4. Payment- Total payment due for the completed commission: ____. The client will pay an 
initial, nonrefundable deposit of ___ upon which the artist will begin production of the 
commissioned artwork. The client will pay the remaining ___ upon approval of the 
completed artwork and prior to shipment. The client is responsible for paying additional 
shipping fees which are not included in the commission price, also prior to shipment. The 
artist will provide a quote for the shipping fees at the beginning of the project upon 
request. 
 

5. Copyright- The artist reserves the common-law copyright to all works commissioned by 
the client that are created by the artist. That means I retain the right to create prints or 
license the designs of any of my work, regardless of who owns the original piece. The 
client cannot reproduce my work (via prints, etc) without written permission from the 
artist. 

 



By signing this agreement both artist and client hereby agree to the terms stated above. Work 
will commence upon receipt of this signed contract and the commission deposit. 
 
Client: 
Signature:_____________________________________              Date:______________ 
 
Artist: 
Signature:_____________________________________              Date:______________ 


